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Dear  Families,  
  
Welcome  back   to   the   final  and  arguably   the  busiest  
term   of   the   year.   This   term   there   are   a   number   of  
exciting   events   ahead,   which   we   are   all   really  
looking  forward  to.    
 
I   would   like   to   congratulate   all   the   students   for   the  
way   they   have   returned   after   the   holidays   and  
engaged  in  their  learning.  We  truly  do  have  excellent  
teachers  and  engaged  learners.  
  
In   some   staffing   news   I   have   been   successful   in  
gaining   a   promotion   to   the   position   of   Principal,  
School  Leadership  based  at  the  Glenfield  Education  
Office.   This   is   a   part   time   positon   which   I   will  
undertake  5  days  each   fortnight,   the  other  5  days   I  
will   remain   the   very   proud   Principal   of   Blairmount  
Public  School.  
  
While   I  am  not   in   the  school  Mrs  Clarke  will   be   the  
Principal   and   Mrs   Gibbs   will   relieve   as   Deputy  
Principal.  Mrs  Clarke  and  I  will  continue  to  work  very  
closely   together   with   continuous   communication   to  
ensure  the  smooth  running  of  Blairmount  continues.    
  
Regards  
Greg  Turnbull    
Principal    
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
Starting  Kindergarten  in  2016  
If  you  have  a  pre-­school  child  turning  5  years  old  on  
or  before  31st  July  2016,  they  are  eligible  to  enrol   in  
Kindergarten  for  2016.    
  
If   you   haven’t   already   done   so,   please   collect   an  
enrolment  form  from  the  office  and  return  it  to  school  
ASAP.    
  
If  you  are  aware  of  neighbours  or  friends  with  eligible  
children,  please  advise  them  to  come  and  introduce  
themselves   and   ask   for   an   enrolment   form   and  
information  about  the  school.    
  
Chess  Club  

Joyel  -­  2015  Blairmount  Chess  Champion  
  

On   Tuesday   at   lunchtime   the   2015   final   of   the  
inaugural  Blairmount  Chess  championship  was  held.  
The   finalists  were   Joyel   J   and  Claxton   L   both   from  
Year  5.  
  
The   final   was   played   in   front   of   a   crowd   of   27  
students   who   gave   up   their   lunchtime   to   support  
their  friends.    
  
The   winner   of   a   very   close   and   even   battle   was  
Joyel   who   trapped   Claxton’s   king.   It   has   been   a  
fantastic  tournament  that  has  been  played  in  a  great  
spirit   by   both   new   and   old   players   alike.  
  
Miss   Howick   and   I   would   like   to   remind   everyone  
chess  club  will  continue  every  Tuesday  at  lunchtime.  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



Stage  3  News  
Stage  3  returned  from  their  holidays  and  has  started  
the  term  with  a  bang!  
  
Year   5   started   their   YBrave   program   last  
Wednesday.   It  will  continue  to  run  on  a  Wednesday  
morning   for   the   first   7   weeks   of   this   term.   The  
program   is   free   and   is   based   on   human   rights,  
resilience,  cyber  bullying,  cyber  safety  and  protective  
behaviours.  
  
Students   in   Year   5   participated   in   a   debating  
workshop   last   Friday   with   students   and   teachers  
from  Eagle  Vale  High  School.  They  were  taught   the  
fundamentals  of  a  good  debate  and  worked  hard   in  
their  teams  to  create  their  own  debate.  
  
Year   6   started   their   first   Interrelate   session   last  
Thursday   with   Janet   Nolan.   We   have   3   more  
sessions  to  go   in   this  program.   If  your  child  has  not  
returned   the   permission   note,   they   can   still   do   this  
prior  to  next  Thursday’s  session.  
  
Year   6   will   also   be   attending   their   next   Eagle   Vale  
High  School  visit  on  Tuesday  20th  October  (Week  4).  
We   will   spend   the   day   over   at   the   high   school  
participating   in   ‘high  school  style’   lessons.  Students  
will  walk  over  to  the  high  school  in  the  morning  with  
Mr  Collins,  Mrs  Gawthorne  and  Miss  Howick  as  they  
did  last  time  and  will  return  back  to  BPS  by  3:00pm.  
All  Year  6  have  signed  the  permission  note  last  term  
for   this  date  so  all   they  will  need  on  the  day   is   their  
school  bag  with  their  lunch  and  hat.  
  
Invitations  for  the  Year  6  farewell  will  be  coming  out  
shortly,   however   please   put   the   following   date   and  
time   in   your   diary   for   the   night:   Monday   14th  
December  6:00pm.  
  
Please  come  and  see  me  if  you  have  any  questions  
in   regards   to   any   of   the   programs   Stage   3   are  
participating  in  this  term,  
  
Miss  Howick  
  
  
  
  
 
  
  
  
  
  

School  Uniforms  
At   Blairmount   PS   we   take   pride   in   wearing   our  
uniforms.  We   have   recently   had   an   increase   in   the  
number   of   students   wearing   the   correct   uniform   to  
school  and  it  looks  great.    
  
Below   is   a   photo   of   our   summer,   winter   and   sport  
uniforms   just   to   clarify   what   our   uniform   is.   These  
items   can   be   purchased   from   the   front   office   if  
needed.  
  
Thanks  for  your  support.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
1/2B  News  
The  students  of  1/2B  wanted   to   find   the  best   recipe  
for  making   play-­dough   so   that   they   could   use   play-­
dough   in   class   for  many   learning   activities   and   just  
for  FUN.  
  
Firstly,   they  researched  no-­cook  play-­dough  recipes  
on   the   internet.   They   found   many   different   recipes  
but   discovered   that   they   all   contained   mostly   the  
same   ingredients   but   in   different   quantities.   They  
found   the   only   differences   being   that   some  
contained   cream   of   tartar   and   some   used   boiling  
water.  
  

  



The   next   step  was   to  make   the   recipes.   5   different  
recipes   were   chosen.   The   students   read   the  
ingredients  and  decided  on   the  equipment   that   they  
needed   to   make   the   recipe.   Then   they   worked   in  
teams  of  five  to  make  each  recipe.  

  
Each   team   read   the   quantities   and   carefully  
measured   the   ingredients   into   a   large  mixing   bowl.  
Every  member   of   the   class   had   a   turn   of   kneading  
each  recipe  so  that  they  could  get  a  preliminary  ‘feel’  
of  each  batch  of  play-­dough.  
  

Once  each  recipe  was  made  the  students  inspected  
the   various   play-­doughs   through   a   snaplock   bag.  
They  used  the  language  of  ‘chance’  to  predict  which  
batch  of  play  dough  would  be  the  best  to  use.  
  
Then   came   judging   day!   The   students   decided   on  
some   criteria   by   which   to   judge   their   play-­dough;;  
smoothness,   malleability   and   stickiness.   They   had  
turns   testing   each   recipe   and   filling   in   a   survey   to  
score   each   against   the   criteria   and   give   it   a   star  
rating.  Each  student  reported  their  findings  with  data  
collected  through  the  use  of  tally  marks.  
  

The  differences  were  amazing!    
One  batch  was  too  sticky  and  had  to  be  scraped  off  
the   hands.   Another   batch   was   too   lumpy   and   fell  
apart.    

  
In   the   end   there   were   two   very   close   contenders.  
They  both  required  cream  of  tartar  and  boiling  water.  

  
Here  is  the  recipe  that  1/2B  found  to  be  the  best:  
 

1/2B’s  Best  Play  Dough  Recipe  
  
Ingredients  
2  cups  of  plain  flour  
1  cup  of  salt    
4  tablespoons  of  'cream  of  tartar'  
2  tablespoons  of  cooking  oil  
2  cups  of  boiling  water  
food  colouring  
  
Method  
1.  Combine  ingredients  (except  water)  in  a  bowl.    
2.  Pour  in  the  boiling  water  and  stir.    

2.  Knead  lightly  on  floured  table  top.    

  
This  will  store  in  an  air-­tight  container  in  the  fridge  
for  months.  
  
*Add  glitter  for  some  sparkle.  

*  Add  peppermint  oil  for  a  great  smell  and  even  

longer  lasting  playdough  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


